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The 25-year-old bassist is rapidly gaining listeners. Among them, her favorites might be the
5-year-olds she introduces to free jazz.
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-LOS AMOELES TIMES.

Eclectic jazz bassist, vocalist and composer Esperanza Spalding doesn't consider her new, classical-informed album a
departure. (Heads Up)

Shop Shop By Chris Barton, Los Angeles Times
LocalValues roocoiomnce:: .S
B4 E-mail = Print Share « w Text Size
RELATED If you really want to hear Esperanza Spalding get excited ' o )
o talking about jazz, ask her about its effect on 5-year-olds. CalPERS board member’s ethics fines unpaid - L.A.
Playboy Jazz Festival info Times - Business 06/15/2010, 12:00 a.m.
Q Esperanza Speaking by phone from her home in Portland, Ore., the East West Bancorp's stock jumps after latest
2 b effervescent young bassist's conversational tempo shifts into takeover of a failed bank - L.A. Times - Business

another gear as she talks about leading a jazz workshop at an 06/15/2010, 12:00 a.m.

elementary school. Working with pianist and band mate Leo News Corp. picks up more bricks for pay wall - L.A.
ADS BY GOOGLE Genovese, Spalding introduced free improvisation to the kids Times - Business 06/15/2010, 12:00 a.m.
Montreal Jazz Fest Hotel as a musical twist on Cops and Robbers. Spalding promised to Gambling debts send beleaguered former CalPERS
Renovated Montreal Hotel a step follow Genovese's lead, and that the kids should clap when she | board member back to Bankruptcy Court - L.A.
away from all the shows. Book caught him. Times - Business 06/15/2010, 12:00 a.m.
Now! . .
WHWW,ZOUVEITIenT,Com . ) . Federal regulgtors approve lpvestment vehicle to
So Leo will play a phrase and maybe it's really crazy and I allow box-office futures trading - L.A. Times -
Live Concert Online can't follow him and I'll go 'Awww.' And if he plays a phrase Business 06/15/2010, 12:00 a.m.
‘I;ﬁvilglﬂlsnlcEniplnr?dl)zﬁlcflfrjdm; and I catch it and answer, they clap! They get it!" she said as a

http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,2984870.story Piginalde4


https://latimes.signon.trb.com/registration/popupsignon.html?callbackUrl=http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,2984870.story
https://latimes.signon.trb.com/registration/popupsignon.html?callbackUrl=http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,2984870.story
https://myaccount.latimes.com/index.jsp
https://advertise.latimes.com/portal/page/portal/LA%2520Times
http://store.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topic-3,0,4277559.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topic-5a,0,6689809.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topics-1-sl,0,852673.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topic-2,0,4212022.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topic6,0,1074333.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topic-4,0,4343096.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/
http://www.latimes.com/business/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/news/health/
http://www.latimes.com/features/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://www.latimes.com/about/sitemap/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,3772500,email.story
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,3440256,print.story
javascript:void(0)
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,2984870.story#
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,2984870.story#
http://findlocal.latimes.com/search/results?what=monday&where=
http://findlocal.latimes.com/search/results?what=tuesday&where=
http://findlocal.latimes.com/search/results?what=wednesday&where=
http://findlocal.latimes.com/search/results?what=thursday&where=
http://findlocal.latimes.com/search/results?what=friday&where=
http://findlocal.latimes.com/search/results?what=saturday&where=
http://findlocal.latimes.com/search/results?what=sunday&where=
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/
http://theguide.latimes.com/restaurants
http://theguide.latimes.com/performing-arts
http://theguide.latimes.com/bars-and-clubs
http://theguide.latimes.com/events-and-festivals
http://theguide.latimes.com/music
http://theguide.latimes.com/art
http://pipes.yahoo.com/pipes/pipe.run?_id=5dc8a87340794a992d374f7389268bc3&_render=rss
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/business/~3/U6jzExo2AOc/la-fi-0615-calpers-mathur-20100615,0,7963180.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/business/~3/gJf7iXEPGso/la-fi-east-west-20100615,0,6205060.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/business/~3/d1K_qrsYawk/la-fi-ct-skiff-20100615,0,7943426.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/business/~3/V1kY_JBIZOQ/la-fi-calpers-villalobos-20100615,0,5394768.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/business/~3/BRkn4TcRK0k/la-fi-0615-ct-futures-20100615,0,6162556.story
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/movies/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/tv/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/music/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/celebrity/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/arts/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/entertainmentnewsbuzz/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/calendar/
http://theenvelope.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/features/books/
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39ba/0/0/%2a/i;225551732;0-0;0;12926801;4-234/60;37036712/37054590/1;u=http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,2984870.story;~okv=;ptype=s;slug=la-et-spalding-20100612;rg=ur;pos=2;sz=234x60;tile=2;at=Music%20Theater;at=Weather%20Reports;at=Portland%20Multnomah%20Oregon;at=Weather;at=White%20House;u=http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,2984870.story;~aopt=2/0/6a01/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.latimes.com/news/custom/localvalues/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spaldingbox-20100612,0,4342720.story
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-lat-la-et-esperanza-1.jpg-20100612,0,530036.photo
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,3440256,print.story%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-tribune_news3_html%26adU%3Dwww.gouverneur.com%26adT%3DMontreal%2BJazz%2BFest%2BHotel%26adU%3DInspiredbyiceland.com/%26adT%3DLive%2BConcert%2BOnline%26gl%3DES%26hideleadgen%3D1&usg=AFQjCNFRQRIkiqF5HhbKCNriyGBNZrgBqw
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BSsknNjUXTPCAKYnK_AbR29zGC4PO-b4B9-SCsAPAjbcBoOAUEAEYASCo8aEGKAI4AFDblKTw-v____8BYNWN04K8CKABlb7A_AOyAQ93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb23IAQHaAVdodHRwOi8vd3d3LmxhdGltZXMuY29tL2VudGVydGFpbm1lbnQvbmV3cy9sYS1ldC1zcGFsZGluZy0yMDEwMDYxMiwwLDM0NDAyNTYscHJpbnQuc3RvcnmAAgGpAroNawTfSbA-qAMB6APNBOgDI-gDmAP1AwAAgAQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtwiIx0vkboZ1Wqn57r2x80SfZf6Hg&client=ca-tribune_news3_html&adurl=http://reservations.ihotelier.com/istay.cfm%3Fhotelid%3D12592%26ReferID%3D11677%26gohome%3D2
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BSsknNjUXTPCAKYnK_AbR29zGC4PO-b4B9-SCsAPAjbcBoOAUEAEYASCo8aEGKAI4AFDblKTw-v____8BYNWN04K8CKABlb7A_AOyAQ93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb23IAQHaAVdodHRwOi8vd3d3LmxhdGltZXMuY29tL2VudGVydGFpbm1lbnQvbmV3cy9sYS1ldC1zcGFsZGluZy0yMDEwMDYxMiwwLDM0NDAyNTYscHJpbnQuc3RvcnmAAgGpAroNawTfSbA-qAMB6APNBOgDI-gDmAP1AwAAgAQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtwiIx0vkboZ1Wqn57r2x80SfZf6Hg&client=ca-tribune_news3_html&adurl=http://reservations.ihotelier.com/istay.cfm%3Fhotelid%3D12592%26ReferID%3D11677%26gohome%3D2
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BnmtYNjUXTPCAKYnK_AbR29zGC9T-s88BzOWVkBTAjbcBkMcsEAIYAiCo8aEGKAI4AFCe8IXHBWDVjdOCvAiyAQ93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb23IAQHaAVdodHRwOi8vd3d3LmxhdGltZXMuY29tL2VudGVydGFpbm1lbnQvbmV3cy9sYS1ldC1zcGFsZGluZy0yMDEwMDYxMiwwLDM0NDAyNTYscHJpbnQuc3RvcnmoAwHoA80E6AMj6AOYA_UDAACABA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzoo9FE66k8ttFmRB1bZY4F6sAkyg&client=ca-tribune_news3_html&adurl=http://www.inspiredbyiceland.com/music/%3Fcmp%3Dgmusic1
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39ba/0/0/%2a/g;225442581;0-0;0;49190442;4-234/60;36988618/37006496/3;u=http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,2984870.story;~aopt=0/ff/6a01/ff;~fdr=224783029;0-0;1;12926801;4-234/60;37014359/37032237/1;u=http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,2984870.story;~okv=;ptype=s;slug=la-et-spalding-20100612;rg=ur;pos=1;sz=234x60;tile=6;at=Music%20Theater;at=Weather%20Reports;at=Portland%20Multnomah%20Oregon;at=Weather;at=White%20House;u=http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-spalding-20100612,0,2984870.story;~aopt=2/0/6a01/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.PrimetimeEmmys.com

Esperanza Spalding, liberation fighter for jazz - latimes.com

VVILLICDD d Uulllyjuc 11ve LiudIC ©vellt. . . " N
HeHess @ wid tea kettle whistled in the background. "That's a very

Inspiredbyiceland.com/

oversimplified version of what happens in the music and

improvisation, but it's also kind of the core of it.

Get entertainment news, buzz and commentary delivered to
your inbox with our daily Entertainment newsletter. Sign up

»

"I feel like if a 5-year-old can get that ... maybe something's
wrong with the way [free jazz] is being presented," she said
with a laugh.

The future direction of jazz is a frequent topic for Spalding,
but maybe that's a byproduct of her standing as one of its brightest new talents. Since her self-titled
debut was released in 2008, the 25-year-old's lilting vocals and omnivorous musical approach
touching on elements of bossa nova, jazz and funk have found her topping the contemporary jazz
charts, featured in an ad campaign for a major clothing chain and playing high-profile venues such as
Austin City Limits and the White House (twice).

Sunday she performs at the Playboy Jazz Festival, her second straight appearance at the event that
comes right on the heels of a sold-out show at the Healdsburg Jazz Festival in Northern California.

"She's one of the first young players that's come along in quite some time who's not trying to tell
someone else's story," said saxophonist Joe Lovano, one of Spalding's instructors at the Berklee
College of Music and collaborator in his bold Us Five ensemble. "You can hear where she's coming
from, but she's discovering and executing some beautiful ideas."

Spalding's latest idea is the ambitious new album "Chamber Music Society," due in August. Described
by Spalding as reference to the definition of chamber music as "music among friends," the album
lives up to its title with the backing of a string trio and elliptical, classical-informed structures, but
pushes the concept into eclectic new corners.

Occasionally reminiscent of other meetings of classical and jazz found in recent recordings by Billy
Childs and Brad Mehldau, the record is at times a darker, more introspective listen than her breezy
debut. Some of the more adventurous flourishes include the contemplative opener "Little Fly," which
sets a William Blake poem to music, and a searching, expressive take on Nina Simone's "Wild Is the
Wind." It may not often sound familiar for fans who fell in love with her debut, but she resists the idea
that it marks a musical departure.

"The whole premise behind the record 'Esperanza’ was that this is an introductory glimpse of what
my musical personality is," she said. "You don't know who I am, and I don't have enough years under
my belt for me to expect anybody to know what I'm trying to do. I don't even really know," she adds
with a laugh.

Grateful for having the freedom to explore her musical personality on record, Spalding's next project
will be "Radio Music Society," an album planned for 2011 that will incorporate the funk, rock and hip-
hop influences that lie close to her heart. Needless to say, any genre-based view of jazz as something
that should be hemmed in by any stylistic rules does not apply in her world.

"You need every aspect of [jazz]. Sometimes I try to imagine if Weather Report hadn't happened, and

if it just happened this year," she said. "There would be people like 'What is that? It doesn't belong.' ...
And that doesn't matter. The artist should not be concerned at all about what people are saying [your

music] is or isn't."
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Looking ahead, Spalding would also like to introduce audiences to what for some may be the most
daunting side of her musical personality: free jazz.

Able to draw from that tradition with the freewheeling Lovano ensemble and a recently formed trio
with Genovese and drummer Francisco Mela, Spalding remembers offering a glimpse of her love for
that music in a show at the El Rey last fall. Explaining to the audience that a "conversation" was
about to take place in an introduction not all that dissimilar from her method with those eager 5-
year-olds, Spalding was thrilled when the dance-ready crowd came right along with her for an
extended play on "If That's True" from her debut album.

"I don't really believe that jazz has become elitist, but ... maybe people forget that not everybody is
used to this music anymore," she said. "Maybe we do need to do a little extra work to make sure
everybody knows what we're trying to do up here.

"Because it's very enjoyable," she adds.

chris.barton@latimes.com
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